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Data and Maps in 
Reference and 
Reflections on working 
in Public and Technical 
Services 
 Discovering and using resources in the Map and Data Centre 
 Thoughts and reflections on working in two locations 
 Clearing the cataloging backlog 
 Integrating new maps into the collection 
Agenda 
Data and Statistics 
LibGuide and Resources 
 Data: dynamic numbers that can be manipulated and 
analyzed 
 Statistics: fixed numbers or facts  
Data or Statistics 
 Data and Statistics LibGuide 
 Data Sources 
Data Sources 
<odesi>  Social science and polling 
data 
 Data from: 
 Statistics Canada 
 Canadian Opinion Research 
Archive 
 Canadian Gallup 




 Sheet maps 
 Topographic maps 
 Historical maps 
 Fire insurance plans 





 Approximately 220,000 sheet maps 
 Topographic, tourist, road, thematic, geological, soil maps and 
hydrographic charts 
 Focus on maps of London, Ontario, and Canadian subjects 
 Extensive international coverage 
Sheet Maps 
 Describe prominent physical and cultural features in a place 
or region 
 Includes elevation, political boundaries, water features, etc. 
 Searching for topographic maps 
 Complete coverage available for Canada 
 At least some coverage available for most countries 
Topographic Maps 
Area near Banff, Alberta 
 Available for Canada and the United States 
Topographic Maps - Digital 
Picton, Ontario 
Gatlinburg Quadrangle 
 Searchable in the library catalog 
Topographic Maps - Paper 
 Reproductions/facsimiles 
Historical Maps 
 Original historical maps 
A particular map, to illustrate Gen. 
Amherst's expedition to Montreal 
with a plan of the town & draught 
of ye island 
The Peutinger Map 
Fire Insurance Plans 
 Western Libraries holds plans from 1878 to 1973 
 1000 volumes for 500 locations 
 Searching for fire insurance plans 
Fire Insurance Plans 
Fire insurance plan shelves in the 
Map and Data Centre’s shared room 




Western and Sarnia Road from the air 
 60,000 photographs dating from 1922 to 2001 for London 
and southern Ontario 
 Searching for coverage 
 Digital and physical air photos 
Aerial Photographs 
Atlases 
 Over 2000 atlases for in library reference 
 World, regional, national, provincial, state and thematic 
atlases on a wide variety of subjects 
 Searching for atlases - Ukraine 
Reflections on Working 
in Two Locations 
 Understanding of what 
people want to know 
from the catalog record 
 Better understanding of 
how to search the 
catalog and what 
information is available 
 Understanding of how 
items make their way 
through LIRM 
 Twitter series on how a 
map makes its way to 
the Map and Data 
Centre 
Work in MDC affecting work in LIRM 
 Case study: topographic series procedures and policies 
 No set policy on how all map series must be cataloged 
Work in MDC affecting work in LIRM 
Clearing the Cataloging 
Backlog 
 Over 200 maps sitting in LIRM 
 Maps ordered and received as early as 2013 
 Cleared the backlog in February of 2016! 
Clearing the Backlog 
Integrating New Maps 
into the Collection 
 Integrating new maps into the collection is a two step 
process: 
 Decide where to locate the map 
 Weed older material 
Integrating new maps into the collection 
Questions? 
Thank you! 
